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SUBJECT: SOVIETS REQUEST ASSISTANCE FOR GROUNDED 
FISHING TRAWLER 

REF: MOSCOW 00329 

1 . IN REPLY TO DEMARCHE BY CHETVERIKOV (REFTEL), EMBASSY 
SHOULD INFORM MFA THAT DEPARTMENT IS WORKING CLOSELY 
WITH SOVIET EMBASSY WASHINGTON AND USG AGENCIES INVOLVED 
IN THIS MATTER (COAST GUARD, CUSTOMS, MARITIME 
ADMINISTRATION AND US NAVY SALVOR) TO ENSURE THAT ALL 
POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE IS GIVEN TO SOVIET TRAWLER SAMARGA 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH US LAW. 

2. YOU SHOULD POINT OUT THAT UNDER US LAW (46 USC 316D), 

NO FOREIGN VESSELS MAY CONDUCT SALVAGE ACTIVITIES IN US 
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WATERS UNLESS THE COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS CERTIFIES THAT 
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NO US-OWNED VESSELS ARE AVAILABLE TO DO THE WORK. 

SOVIETS HAVE TOLD US THAT THEY TRIED INITIALLY TO USE AN 
AMERICAN SALVAGE COMPANY WHOSE EQUIPMENT WAS INADEQUATE 
TO DO THE JOB. OTHER US FACILITIES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE 
AREA, HOWEVER, AND AS OF FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, THE SOVIET 

FLEET COMMANDER WAS NEGOTIATING WITH A US COMPANY TO 
HAVE A US VESSEL WHICH IS NEARBY CARRY OUT THE NECESSARY 
SALVAGE OPERATIONS. IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT THE 
COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS WILL ISSUE A WAIVER TO PERMIT THE 
SOVIET VESSELS TO DO THE JOB. IF SOVIET VESSELS 
CONDUCT SALVAGE OPERATIONS IN US TERRITORIAL WATERS 
WITHOUT THE WAIVER, THEY WILL BE SUBJECT TO SEIZURE AND 
FINANCIAL PENALTIES. 

3. SOVIET VESSELS HAVE BEEN ALLOWED TO REMAIN IN THE 
AREA, AND TO ATTACH CABLES TO SAMARGA TO HOLD IT IN 
PLACE, IN ORDER TO PREVENT FURTHER DAMAGE. PROBLEM WITH 
"SPECIAL CABLE" MENTIONED BY CHETVERIKOV IS THAT SOVIETS 
INTENDED TO USE IT FOR SALVAGE OPERATIONS BY SOVIET 
VESSELS. USING CABLE IN THIS WAY WOULD BE IN 
VIOLATION OF US LAW. KISSINGER 
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